A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
not only by the governing class, which had ruled England now
uninterruptedly from the death of Charles I, but by the mass of
the people. Its principles and philosophy were received with
varying degrees of acceptation by a small minority among the
highly educated middle classes and some few of their social
superiors, but although among the mass of the poor, and
especially in the towns, there was grave discontent and a vague
idea that a popular movement abroad might do something to
alleviate their misery, the national spirit prevailed. The passion
for England—a thing, not a theory, and a thing which all
tradition had now bound up in the public mind with government
under the gentry and with a whole spirit opposed to the new
French philosophy—roused in the nation an increasing anta-
gonism to the Revolution. The dislike of France in nearly all,
the hatred in many, was an hereditary thing. The disorders and
atrocities which had accompanied the Revolution increased this
feeling. It had become fierce after the Revolutionaries had put
up for his trial, condemned, and executed King Louis XVI, in
January 1793.
It was then manifest to the governing class, as to the masses
whom they governed, that England and the French Revolution
were mortal opponents. All that England had meant, consciously
to the rich few and unconsciously to the many, would be menaced
if the Revolution were to triumph in arms on the Continent
Nevertheless Pitt would not interfere. He had a good legal
case for declaring war, in that the Revolutionaries in possession
of Belgium (which they had overrun) had broken the old treaty
which closed the Scheldt and killed the commerce of Antwerp.
The French Revolution had proclaimed the Scheldt open to
trade; but Pitt did not take advantage of the opportunity to
declare war because it seemed certain that the French effort
would sooner or kter fail upon the Continent. The forces
gathering against it seemed overwhelming, and their combina-
tion was growing; the traditional English policy was to wait until
some Continental ally would do the military work required, the
fruits of which England should reap upon the sea. But that
policy was now doubtful. If the French proved too successful
it might be necessary for England to act as she had acted before,
when she had got the Prussian alliance by the Treaty of West-
minster in 1756. The French Revolutionary Government,
noting that England was herself arming and urging the naval
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